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The chapters on the making of maps and on land explorations, so often 
omitted from elementary texts or very inadequately treated, are presented 
here in good teachable form. 

The maps, diagrams and illustrations are good. One might, however, 
criticise the maps showing distribution of products for the omission of paral- 
lels of latitude and meridians of longitude. The map entitled "United States 
Eailways and Waterways" (p. 215) should either be modified so as to show 
all of them or the title should be changed indicating that only the transcon- 
tinental roads and principal waterways are shown. The material contained in 
this volume, reworked a bit more systematically, should produce an excellent 
school text. Eugene Van Cleep. 

The Teaching 1 of Geography in Elementary Schools. By Richard 

E. Dodge and Clara B. Kirchwey. vii and 248 pp. Index. Band, MeNally 

& Co., New York, 1913. $1. 7^x5. 
The authors state that "this book is the outgrowth of a number of years 
experience in helping prepare teachers for work in elementary schools, or for 
positions as critic teachers in normal schools," and that all suggestions are 
based on data which have been rigorously tested in practice. 

The subjects treated include the organization of a course of study in 
geography; all methods and problems in the teaching of geography in the 
lower, intermediate, and upper grades, and in the rural schools; the use of 
maps and other equipment, together with the sources from which this labora- 
tory apparatus may be obtained; lists of valuable collateral reading, both 
for the teacher as well as the student; and many other important subjects. 
The book is very practical and should be in the hands of teachers of 
geography. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Physical Geography Manual. A Loose Leaf System of Fifty Simple 
Laboratory Exercises for High Schools and Academies. By N. A. Bengs- 
ton. 129 pp. Maps. W. M. Welch Mfg. Co., Chicago, 111. $1.45. 10 x 8. 

This is a worthy addition to an increasing list of such aids to study. In 
addition to his university work the author is a teacher of much experience in 
normal and high schools. The exercises are about fifty in number and are 
planned for young pupils in the high school. The materials needed are in- 
expensive and easily obtained, and, if desired, can be had in sets -from the 
publishers of the manual. Most of the individual exercises can be accompr.shed 
in periods of forty-five minutes, although double peiiods are advised. 

The questions and directions are well put. The manual is relatively full on 
minerals and rocks, and is especially so on the atmosphere, this topic having 
eighteen exercises. Topographic maps are allotted but twelve exercises, but 
these are well selected, and to a limited extent are especially adapted to the 
plains of the middle West. Four field outlines are included — on weathering, 
surface run-off, a small stream, and soils. Coordinate and tracing papers and 
several weather maps are found with the manual. A. P. Brigham. 

GENERAL 

A View of the Art of Colonization, in Letters between a States- 
man and a Colonist. By E. G. Wakefield. With an introduction by 
J. Collier, xxiv and 510 pp. Oxford Univ. Press (Amer. Branch), New 
York, 1914. 8x5%. 

This work was first published in 1849. In its day it profoundly influenced 
British colonial policy. If the view of the writer of the introduction of this 
present edition is correct, that all British colonies have either outgrown the 
system of Wakefield or belong to a different order, the book is of only academic 
interest to the political economist. The cardinal point of the theory is the 
opening up of unoccupied land by the government to new settlers. The system 
opposes the free grant of such land to immigrants and favors the sale of it to 
them at a " sufficient price. ' ' This ' ' sufficient price ' ' is one which under local 
conditions and circumstances will prevent the laborer from becoming a land 
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owner too soon. It is held that this "sufficient price" will be determined by 
the rate of increase of population in the place, the rate of wages there, the cost 
of living, and the soil and climate of the colony. It claims strangely that 
cheapness of land produces slavery, which really arises from the oppression of 
a conquered people by a superior conquering race. 

The Puritans of New England were not, as Wakefield states, largely drawn 
from the nobility and gentry. They were mainly farmers and tradesmen. 
The reasoning of the work is a good example of the argumentation of the 
economic doctrinaire. David H. Buel. 

Are the Planets Inhabited? By E. Walter Maunder. Harper's Library 
of Living Thought. 166 pp. Index. Harper & Brothers, New York, 
1913. 7x4%. 

A concise handbook. Two points call for note. In one chapter the 
author discusses the problem of Mars and reaches conclusions which quite 
contravene the results of Percival Lowell's research. The greater point is 
that Professor Maunder establishes in terse statement the conditions under 
which life can exist upon any planetary body. Predicating the existence of 
a single sun at the center of any system there must be a nice adjustment of 
rotation and revolution periods of the satellite, of weight and mass, but the 
prime condition of the problem is the existence of water in a fluid state as 
the sole condition of life, that is water between its two critical points of 
freezing and of boiling. His conclusion is that the number of habitable 
worlds in the universe must be very small and that the possibility of life 
thereon is very slight indeed. 
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Aardrijkskundig Woordenboek van Nederland. Samengesteld door M. 
Pott. 2nd edit. 537 pp. J. B. Wolter, Groningen, 1913. PI. 3.90. 8 x 5%. 

Die Riviera. Von A. Voigt. (Junk's Natur-Fiihrer.) 466 pp. Map, 
ills., index. W. Junk, Berlin, 1914. Mk. 7. 6%x4%. 

WORLD AND PARTS OF IT 

Britain in the Tropics 1527-1910. By A. W. Tilby. (English People 
Overseas, Vol. 4.) 452 pp. Constable & Co., London, 1912. 6s. 8% x 6. 

Grand Gibier et Terres Inconnues. By M. de Bary. 341 pp. Map, 
ills. 2nd edit. Plon-Nourrit et Cie., Paris, 1910. 9x6. 

Lichtenlijst van Nederlandsch Oost- en West-Indie. Uitgegeven door 
het Ministerie van Marine, Af deel. Hydrographie. 80 pp. Index. The Hague, 
1914. 9x6. 

Manuale Coloniale. Di P. Revelli. 240 pp. Maps. U. Hoepli, Milan, 
1914. L. 3.50. 6x4. 

Mexico and Peru, America, Canada. By C. Richmond. (World Liter- 
ature Readers.) 276 pp. His., index. Ginn & Co., Boston, 1913. 45 cents. 
7%x5. 

The Railways op South and Central America. A manual containing 
statistics and other information concerning the important railways of South 
and Central America, Mexico and the West Indies. 183 pp. Maps. F. E. 
Fitch, Inc., New York, 1914. $1.50. 8% x 6. 

De Tropische Natuur in Schetsen en Kleuren. Door A. H. Blaauw. 
xi and 185 pp. Maps, ills., index. Koloniaal Inst., Amsterdam, 1913. PI. 4. 
9% x 6%. 



